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1035 Carol Lane Lafayette 


DX Interest Group Meeting MEETING PROGRAM 


With Dave Piersall, NEORB 6pm 
* License Testing 6pm * 


Officers and Appointees 2 Weather or Not... 


New Club Members 2 
Amazon dot Com ‘Smile’ 2 


President’s Message 3 
Meet Your Fellow Member 5 Presented by 
Ron Bunch, W4FEK 


Club Meeting Minutes 6 

Ham Radio Outlet 7 

Club Repeaters/Nets 8 

Club Calendar 8 | The month’s presentation consists of power point slides, mixed 

with short videos. A review of weather observing equipment 
BLACK HISTORY (also on display) and methods, national organizations and how 
MONTH the weather affects such a wide variety of industrial, commercial 
and personal activities. 


Remember, if the VIRGIA obscures your CREPUSCULAR 
RAYS, hope for the PETRICHOR, and not the DERECHO! 


—- Ron Bunch, W4FEK 


George T. Mitchell, K6ZE 
Tuskegee Airman 


A\fiiliated 
Club 


Michael Andraychak (no callsign yet) 
Bruce Croskey, AHOU 

Dennis DeVilbiss, KM6PDJ 

Chris Jara, K6CRJ 

Matthew Poertner, K6PC 
Christine Schneller (no callsign yet) 
Tim Schneller (no callsign yet) 
Alexander Takahashi, KM6PZP 
Debi Vasquez (no callsign yet) 


If you hear any of these new members on the air, 


please welcome them to our club. 
— Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 


amazonsi ile 


7) You shop. Amazon gives. 


When you purchase at Amazon dot com 
smile, a portion of your purchase is do- 
nated to our club. 


Go to: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7072059 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN 
THE CLUB YAHOO GROUP. 
DOWNLOAD FILES, INCLUDING THE 
CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS WELL AS 
SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Ra- 
dio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material 
submitted by the membership provided such material is in good taste, 
relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, and pro- 
vided space is available. 


President - Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 
Vice President - Ed Morales, KK6KYT 
Secretary — Dick Fletcher, AF9RF 
Treasurer - Cathi Walton, K2CJW 
Technical Committee Chair 

Jim Siemons, AF6PU 


Directors At Large 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU Terry Buxton, KK6KGX 
Janice Fujii, KG6VTD John Primus, AF6RJ 


Emergency Coordinator - Ron Bunch, W4FEK 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 


PACIFICON 2018 

Chair: Misa Siemons, KJOBUE 

Registration: Tom Deeble, KA6SIP & Debbie Deeble 
Treasurer: Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Secretary: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 

Web Page: Mike Patterson, N6JGA 


Annual Auction - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
Communications Van - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE 
Digital Media - Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Education & Training - John Primus, AF6RJ 
Field Day - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 

Good & Welfare Coordinator - Diana Sage, KA6TZU 
Holiday Party - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Outreach Coordinator - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
Public Service - Klaus Berkner, KOKHB 
Refreshments: Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
Repeater Trustee W6CX - Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Trustee W6LGW - Dick Brown, KT6X 
Website - David Schild, KK6CQX 


The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 
Proofreader - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Printing: Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
John Schuler, W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 
Fred Coe, WB6ASU wb6asu @icloud.com 
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President’s Message 


February 2018 
MDARC Family, 


| hope you have been enjoying the unseasonably pleasant weather we have been experiencing this past 
week and looks to continue into next week. Certainly, it would be great to get more rain here and snow 
in the mountains and we all hope that is the case. 


In January we had two long time MDARC members who became Silent Keys. 


Richard Shappee, W5HQJ (01/19/18) 
Bill Swindell, KILED (01/21/18) 


The Club’s heartfelt condolences go out to their families and especially to Richard’s wife, Joyce and Bill’s wife, 
Susan. 


Both of these SKs have served our Club as officers. 


Richard, W5HQJ served as Vice President in 1991 and 1992, and then later in 1994 and 1995 as the 
Secretary. 


Bill, K1LED served as the Club Treasurer in 2013 and 2015 and was the Auction Committee Chairperson. 
He was a key member of the MDARC/SATERN Volunteer Instructional Team serving as the Treasurer and 
as a Discussion Leader. 


Tentatively, a memorial for Bill is scheduled for 6/19/18 in Larkey Park in Walnut Creek and when the 


Club learns of the final date,/~— 
Picture contributed by 
Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 


Because of Bill’s passing, Jim Siemens, AF6PU has accepted the position of Auction Committee Chair. 


Speaking of committees, | felt it in the Club’s best interest to separate the trailer from the Vehicle 
Committee and have therefore created the Trailer Committee with Larry Loomer, KI6LNB to lead that 
committee. | know that this group already has some ideas for it renovation and use. We will wait and 
see what develops. 
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Lauren Styles, WA6CIE is still the Vehicle Committee Chair with oversight on our club Comm-van, 
MDARC-1. 


At our next Membership Meeting, be sure to the check out the equipment installed by the Technical 
Committee. 


While | was the Club VP, | was assigned the task of creating a New Membership Packet, but never got it 
completed, or better yet, hardly started. | feel that there is enough on my plate now that | have asked 
Jim Siemens, AF6PU and Tom Deeble, KA6SIP to undertake this task. We agree that this does not need 
to be a magnum opus of all things pertaining to amateur radio, but to highlight our Club and what we 
have to offer. 


Tis the season, or nearly so, for our public service opportunities. Take a few moments to check out the 
Public Service events on our webpage. | hope you will participate in some of these and let Klaus Berkner, 
K6KHB know of your availability. | also want to encourage those who have not participated to do so. 
There is an event to meet everybody’s needs and a great way to put your HT into action. 


Unfortunately, 2018 will be the second year in which the May and August Alcatraz SF Triathlon 
Swim/Bike/Run event will not be held. This was a fun and exciting event in which to participate. 


As many of you know, | got my Technician ticket in late 2014 so am a newbie to amateur radio. As a 
result, | am always learning, not only about our hobby, but about our Club as well. So, last Saturday 
when | attended Technical Committee meeting, | asked for a “primer” on what repeaters we have on 
Mt. Diablo 


North Peak South Peak 
DATV 1.2 GHz 2 meter (analog) 
ATV 1.2 GHz 220 MHz (analog) 

( 


PRS Digipeater 440 MHz (analog) 
Pp Star 


North Peak 
3557 feet 


Notable Quote 
“The beginning is the most important part of the work.” Plato (427-347 BC) 
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Meet Your Fellow Club Members 


In an effort to get to know your fellow club members better, our newsletter will feature an 
interview each month from one of our fellow club members. 


This month, meet John Primus, AF6RJ 


a 


What got you interested in ham radio? 


- In my 20s I had thought about Ham Radio but it wasn’t until years later that I 
~ actually became licensed. 


When and where did you become a ham? Is any member of your family a ham? 


Nearly 10 years ago, I earned my Technician and General Class Licenses. I earned 
my Extra Class License about 1 2 years later. My amateur radio licenses were all earned in 
Concord. I do not have any family ham members. 


What is (was) your profession? Do you have any other hobbies and interests? 


My professional career had two distinct phases beginning with approximately 20 years as a 
commercial banker with Bank of America. The second phase was also approximately 20 years as a 
business instructor at California State University East Bay. 


What ham radio activities to you enjoy the most? 


Education. Helping others earn their desired amateur radio licenses and learn specific amateur 
radio skills. 


What is your favorite thing to do in MDARC? 
Helping MDARC members upgrade their amateur radio licenses. 
How would you improve the MDARC Club? 


Establish an Elmering environment that is more inclusive for prospective and new MDARC 
members to feel comfortable with our MDARC membership. 


What future plans and ambitions do you have for your interest in ham radio? 
Learn and implement DX communications. 
Do you have future plans and ambitions with MDARC? 


I plan to continue to be involved with the MDARC/SATERN Educational activities and hope to be 
able to reach out to other nearby amateur radio clubs reinvigorate their amateur radio 
instructional activities. My ARRL East Bay Section responsibilities are expected to supplement 
that amateur Radio Club outreach. 
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Club General Meeting Minutes 

Date: January 19, 2018 

Presided over by: President Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 

Recorded by: Secretary Richard Fletcher, AF9ORF 

Meeting location: Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane Lafayette, Ca. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:32PM PST. 

A pledge of allegiance was performed. 

The minutes of the previous meeting (November, 2017) were approved by the membership. 


VP Ed Morales spoke that post meeting programs were sometimes difficult to find. Tonight’s program 
would be “Locating and Killing Receiver Interference by Gary Johnson, NA6O0 


Treasurer, Cathi, briefed the gathering on activities effecting club finances. She reported the MDARC 
Checking Account with a balance of $37,322.74, the Equipment Self-Insurance fund balance of 
$56,049.42, and the Pacificon checking account a total of $24,182.70. The total of these balances reached 
$117,500.86. 


John Primus, AF6RJ, reported that the current Tech license class has an attendance 
average of 32 A General Class course will follow starting 3/22/2018. 


Ron, W4FEK, reported about digital communications technology saying that they are superior, by far, than 
current older methods. He is looking for those who would spread that technology. 


Tom, KA6SIP,club membership, reports that he has received 70 percent of previous members renewals. 
Also, he gave a short talk about “cube sat’ technology. 


Tech committee chair, Jim, AF6PU, reports that a good sized group worked on and helped with the outfit- 
ting of the former KGO van. He also reported that the new 400 mhz antenna would soon be up. 


Misa, the Pacificon chair, put out a plea for volunteers. With it went an explanation of what the efforts 
would be about. 


The SATERN representative passed on thanks to all the club members who participated in the bell ringing 
effort and those who worked on the turkey drive this last holiday season. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM 


Respectfully submitted, 
Richard W Fletcher, AF9ORF 


Dio 


STORE BUYING POWER! 


IG-7600 | Alf Mode Transceiver 

 100W HF/6m Transceiver, gen cov. receiver * Dual DSP 32 bit « Three 
roofing filters- 3, 6, 15khz 5.8 in WOVGA TFT display © Hi-res real time 
spectrum scope 


IG-7200 | HF Transceiver 

© 160-10M * 100W ¢ Simple & tough with IF DSP « AGC Loop Man- 
agement @ Digital IF Filter * Digital Twin PBT # Digital Noise Reduction 
® Digital Noise Blanker * USB Port for PC Control 


IG-7100 | Ai! Mode Transceiver 
© HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP * D-STAR DV 


Mode (Digital Voice + Data) « Intuitive Touch Screen Interface ¢ Built-in 
RITY Functions 


ID-5 100A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver 
* Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode * SD Card Slot for Voice & Data Storage * 


50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands ¢ Integrated GPS Receiver * AM Airband 
Dualwatch « FM Analog/DV Repeater List Function 


ID-51A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver 


© 5/2.5/1.0/0.5/0.1W Output « RX: 0.52-1.71, 88-174, 
380-479 MHz « AN/FM/FM-N/WFM/DV © 1304 
Alphanumeric Memory Chis ¢ Integrated GPS * D-STAR 
Repeater Directory * IPX7 Submersible 


KENWOOD 


TS-590SG | HF/S0MHz Transceiver 

¢ Equipped with 500 Hz/2.7 kHz roofing filter as standard « ALC 
derived from TS-990S eliminating spike issues * Antenna output 
function (shared with DRY connector) « CW - morse code decoder 
function 


TM-D7106 | 21/440 Dualband 

« ViVAV+U/U+U operation ¢ Built-in GPS ¢ Built-in TNC for APRS 
& DX-Cluster operation * 50W 2M & UHF « 1,000 memories * Dual 
receive * Green or amber backlight colors * Latest APRS firmware 
w/new features « Sky Command || remote functions 


TM-V71A | 214/440 DualBand 

¢ High RF output (60W) * Multiple Scan * Dual receive on same 
band (VxV, UxU) ¢ Echolink® memory (auto dialer) « Echolink® 
Sysop mode for node terminal ops * Invertible front panel * Choice 
of green/amber for LCD panel « 104 code digital code squelch 


TM-281A | 2 Mir Mobite 


* 65 Watt « 200 Memories *CTCSS/DCS « Mil-Std specs * Hi-quality 
audio 


TH-FGA | 21/220/440 


«Dual channel receive * .1 - 1300 MHz (cell 
blocked) RX « FM, AM, SSB « 5W 21/220/440 
TX, FM 435 Memories ¢ Li-lon Battery 


® RETAIL LOCATIONS -— Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday 
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM 
® ONLINE — WWW.HAMRADIO.COM 


YAESU 


The reectiar 


FT-991 | HF/S0MHz/2M/440 Transceiver 

* 160 M-440MHz - SSB/CW/FM/C4FM DigitaVAM/RTTY/PSK « 100 
W (2/4440: 50 Watts) ¢ 3.5” TFT full-color touch panel operation + 
High speed spectrum scope * Roofing filers: 3kHz & 15kHz* 32-bit 
high speed floating point IF DSP 


FIDX1200 | 100W HF + 6M Transceiver 


¢ Triple Conversion Receiver With 32-bit Hoating Point DSP + 40 
MHz 1st IF with selectable 3 kHz, 6kHz & 15 kHz Roofing Filters 
¢ Optional FFT-1 Supports AF-FFT Scope, RITY/PSK31 Encode/ 
Decode, CW Decode/Auto Zero-|n « Full Color 4.3” TFT Display 


FT-450D | Ai@ow HF + 6M Transceiver 
© 100W HF/6M « Auto tuner built-in * DSP built-in * 500 memories 
¢ DNA, IF Notch, IF Shift 


FIM-400DR | 21/440 Mobile 
¢ Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS « 
Packet 1200/9600 bd ready * Spectrum scope Bluetooth * MicroSD 
slot * 500 memory per band 


FT-GOR | 214/440 5W HT 
« Wide receiver coverage « AM air band receive 
¢ 1000 memory channels w/alpha labels « Huge 


LCD display * Rugged die-cast, water resistant 
case * NOAA severe weather alert with alert scan 


® FAX - All store locations 
® MAIL - All store locations 


PORTLAND, OR. 


co 
co 


PHOE 


PLANO, TX 
Stir ae 
(877) 455-8750 | 


Contact HRO for promotion details, Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. Call will be routed to the nearest store. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA residents add sales tax. 
Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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-MDARC .ORG www.mdarc.org 


FIRST CLASS 


https://www.facebook.com/mdarc.org 


W6CX Nets 
M-F 5:42 am Morning Muster 147.060+ 224.781- 441.325+ 


M-F 6:10am Commuter Net 147.060+ 224.781- 441,.325+ 
Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net —-147.060+ 

Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 
Tuesday 8:00pm Digital Practice Net 147.060+ 224.781- 441.325+ 
Wednesday 7:00 pm SKYWARN Net 147.060+ 

Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 

Thursday 8:00 pm Amateur Television Net 147.060+ 

FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - 


224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/PL 100Hz 
EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 


D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 
https://w6cx.dstargateway.org/ 


Digital ATV Output 1244.500 Digital ATV Input 1292.500 
Analog ATV Inputs: 1270.000 FM (PL 192.8) 915.0 AM 
ATV Internet Stream: http://www.w6cxatv.net/live 


February and March 2018 Club Calendar 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 


http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 
6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 


6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 
7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 
7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 


7:00 pm South County 147.480 Simplex 

7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.2 PL) 
or 147.735-- (107.2 PL) 
or 145.410-- (107.2 PL) 


Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 
Wednesday 8:00pm 147.405 Simplex 


Friday February 16, 2018 7:30pm MDARC General Meeting - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 


1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Saturday March 3, 2018 8:00am MDARC Technical Committee Meeting - Ygnacio Valley Library 


Monday March 5, 2018 7:00pm MDARC Board Meeting 


2661 Oak Grove Road, Walnut Creek 


Black Bear Restaurant, 700 Bancroft Avenue, Walnut Creek 


